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"THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH" 


The pupils of Briscoe Junior High are keenly aware of the changes 
that have come about within the walls of our beloved school, Some of the 
changes have been physical in the form of building maintenance and improve- 
ment, Others heave resulted from the concentration of relatively few students 
at Briscoe since the opening of the new Memorial Junior High School, These 
changes are less tangible but more imoortant, 


Last September we were truthfully envious of our friends who would 
attend the new junior high, Of course we do not discount the advantages of a 
new building, However, here at Briscoe we are learning to appreciate bene- 
fits possible in a smaller school, benefits not dependent on a building at 
all. 


At Briscoe, classes and grades are small in size, Teachers have a 
greater amount of time to help each student both in the class and in guide 
ance, Because the classes are small, each of us is acquainted with all other 
members of our class and grade to an extent that is impossible in a larger 
school, There is a friendly atmosphere here at Briscoe, and out of this has 
sprung a very real loyalty to our school, a true school spirit, 


Although Briscoe may be an old school, in the past year several 
physical changes have been made to make it a more enjoyable place in which to 
work, Several teachers have joined the staff and we now have a new princi- 
pal, William J, Foley, The whole school plan of Beverly has been changed 
from the 7-2-3 to the newer 6-3-3 plan. For the first time in Beverly's 
history, Briscoe is ea three-year junior high school, 


The emphasis for us is placed upon the teachers!, principal's, and 
pupils! working together to build a good school rather than upon the impor- 
tance of an elegant, modern building. We are conscious of a deep-down school 
spirit, a true loyalty to ovr school, thet would be hard to surpass anywhere, 


Susan Elliott Ll 
Editor-in-chief 


Page 


OUR FRIEND THE ATOM 


u visit to the Science Museum reveals many wondrous facts about 
atoms, As we learn about the "Atomic ige", we think of being helped and also 
destroyed by the powerful atom. 


Someday we will eat strawberries as large as apples and apples the 
size of a grapefruit. We find this true because the atom, if used correctly, 
speeds growth, 


Atomic energy can be used as power for ships. The greater speeds 
that can be obtained will save time as well as money, Fuel space will be 
less than that required for coal, gasoline, or oil, However, the present 
handicap of a lead-lined engine room must be overcome, The lead, although 
resisting radioactivity, adds too much weight, 


An atomic research plant is different from an atomic weapon produc- 
ing plant. The atomic plant at Chalk River in Ontario, Canada, is a perfect 
example of an atomic research plant. Here scientists study and experiment 
with the atom, They learn what it penetrates, how to control its strange 
behavior, and how to prevent it from harming people and animals, Plants 
like the Chalk River plant will eventually reveal more and more about radio- 
activity and the atom, thus making the world a better and safer place to live. 


Fortunate are we who live and benefit from the "Atomic Age," 


Frederick Wales 7-5 


A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 


The BRISCOE BRIEFS staff wishes to thank sincerely all who have 
contributed so much of their time and labor to produce this book, Our spec- 
jal thanks go to the ninth grade typewriting classes, who typed the copys; to 
Miss Kathryn Morse, who mimeographed much of our material; to the mechanical 
drawing class, who lettered the titles and the large advertisements; and to 
the students who submitted literary material. Without them this magazine 
could never have been possible, 
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Name 


Betsey Allen 
Henry Betts, Jr. 
Vincent Casale 
Elizabeth Cook 
Ellen Corning 
Susan Elliott 


Rosemary Foley 
James Giulianelli 
Wright Gregson 
Ellen Harmaala 
Carol Herzog 
Nancy Houghton 


Samuel Levy 
Nancy Morse 
Leah Rainville 
Elaine Segal 
James Taylor 
Roberta Toll 


Elizabeth Toomey 
Paul Weinberg 
Phyllis Albert 
Vizma Aprans 
William Blades 
Ellen Bryant 


Martin Davis 
Eleanor Dinkin 
William Jewett 
John Lombardi 
Pauline Maggiacomo 
Alfred Menesale 


Mary Jean Paolillo 
Shaun Silverio 
Joan Surprenant 
Wayne Swanson 
Geraldine Toll 
Hollis Tozier 


Robert Woodbury 
Susan Altshuler 
Richard Burkhardt 
Russell Burns 

B. Jeannine Dube 
Carol Dube 


Class of 1955 


Nickname 


Vinnie 
Betty 


Jackie 


Herz 


Sam 


Jimmy 
Berta 


lose 


Phyl 
Viz 
Billy 


Marty 


Billy 
Johnny 
Polly 
Al 


Den 
Joanie 
Swanny 
Geri 
Chuck 


Woody 
Sue 
Dick 
Russ 
Jean 


Gat 


Future Vocation 


Medical Secretary 
Electrical engineer 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Nurse 
Professional skater 
Navy nurse 


Veterinarian 
Medicine 
Archeologist 

Interior decorator 
Laboratory technician 
Veterinarian 


Lawyer 

Secretary 

Medicine 

Physical ed. teacher 
Research chemist 
Dancer 


Pediatrician 
Lawyer 

Physician 
Interpreter 
Chemical engineer 
Secretary 


Chemist 

Private secretary 
Chemical engineer 
Insurance agent 


Nurse 


Athletic coach 


Laboratory technician 
URS, Air Force 
Airline stewardess 
Commercial artist 
Psychiatrist 

Athletic coach 


U. S. Air Force pilot 
Laboratory technician 
Engineer 

Engineer 

Fashion designer 
Fashion designer 


Favorite Activity 


Bowling 
Camping 
Painting 
Swimming 
Skating 


Swimming 


Horseback riding 
Bowling 
Reading 
Swimming 
Swimming 
Reading 


Sports 
Bowling 
Sailing 
Tennis 
Music 


Swimming 


Swimming 
Music 
Gymnastics 
Sports 
Basketball 
Sailing 


Bowling 
Basketball 
Swimming 
Baseball 
Swimming 


Football 


Skating 
Basketball 
Skating 
Hiking 
Basketball 
Football 


Basketball 
Dancing 
Hunting 
Sports 
Dancing 
Dancing 
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Name 
Richard Grant 


Miriam Harris 
Aubrey Hawes 
Peter Jaffe 

Barbara Mersereau 


John Myer 


Geoffrey Stokes 
Mae Adams 
Peter Angelina 
Peter Baglioni 
Marcia Beck 


Elaine Belanger 


Betty Boudreau 
Patricia Coates 
Lucy Conti 
Elaine Crateau 
Robert Crowley 
Patricia Dean 


Nancy Dean 
Barbara Desjardins 
Robert Desjardins 
Judith Eckmann 
Wilmont Harvey, Jr. 
Lillian Lord 


David Morrill 
Nancy Nelson 
Sandra Nyland 
Marguerite Pinciaro 
Gale Scanlon 


Sandra Silva 


Marian Swirsky 
Gloria Thompson 
Frederick Tomeo 
Anne Walsh 
Arthur Brouillette 
Earl Carter 


Frank Chapman 
Michael Chiormitro 
Thomas Corbett 
Roland D’Entremont 
Arthur DiLuiso 
Albert Dipaolo 


Class of 1955 


Nickname 
Dick 
Mimi 

Ned 

Jatt 

Barby 
Johnny 


Jeff 


Pete 
Butch 
Becky 
Tiny 


Nan 
Barby 
Bob 
Judy 
Buddy 
Lil 


Muscles 
Nellie 
Debby 
Maggie 
Penny 
Sandy 


Terry 
David 


Spady 
Pinky 


Chappi 
Mike 
Tom 

Jo Jo 
Weasle 
Harpo 


Future Vocation 


Engineer 
Hair stylist 
Architect 
Disc jockey 
Nurse 


Coast Guard 


U.S. Navy 
Bookkeeper 
Aviation mechanic 
Airplane mechanic 
Bookkeeper 
Housewife 


Secretary 

Singer 

Secretary 
Physical therapist 
Veterinarian 
Secretary 


Secretary 
Secretary 

Ue SvAir Force 
Secretary 
Businessman 
Secretary 


Mechanic 
Secretary 

Dress designer 
Medical secretary 
Housewife 
Private secretary 


Secretary 
Office work 
Singer 
Secretary 
U.S. Navy 
Football coach 


Machinist 


Electronics 
Machinist 
Aviation mechanic 
Electronics 


Favorite Activity 


Shooting 
Dancing 
Swimming 
Sports 
Swimming 


Spearfishing 


Baseball 
Dancing 
Hunting 
Model airplanes 
Dancing 
Bowling 


Dancing 
Singing 
Dancing 

Sports 

Model airplanes 
Dancing 


Swimming 
Painting 
Hunting 
Swimming 
Drum Corps 
Swimming 


Basketball 
Swimming 
Horseback riding 
Piano playing 
Bowling 
Cooking 


Dancing 
Dancing 
Football 
Swimming 
Hunting 


Football 


Playing cards 
Dancing 
Swimming 
Football 
Bowling 


Basketball 
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Name 


Edward DuBois 
Peter Englehart 
Angelo Fossa 
Paul Grant 
Thomas Jacques 
Walter Jaworski 


Philip LeBlanc 
Michael Tomeo 
David McCarthy 
John McNutt 
Robert Miller 
Charles Norbaka 


Raymond Prince 
Richard Smith 
Timothy Woodberry 
Allan Tondreau 
Robert Walsh 

David Wendell 


Daniel Watson 


d 


lle 
ELEANOR Brooks 
Mathematics 


Rospert Brown 
Social Studies 


Una Haze_ron 
Social Studies 


Sypit BARKER 


Librarian 


Class of 1955 


Nickname 


Skip 
Paul 
Flip 
General 
Tom 


Walt 


Butchie 

Mike 

Davy Crockett 
Mac 

Cherry Nose 
Charlie 


Princee 
Dick 
Bie 

Al 
Tarbaby 


Dave 


NO 


Duno 


Future Vocation 


U.S. Coast Guard 
U.S. Navy 
Machinist 
Electrician 
Pattern-maker 
Carpenter 


Mechanic 

Surveyor 

Chemist 

Printer 

Wisi Air Force 
News photographer 


Carpenter 

Carpenter 

Machinist 

Radio & Television tech. 
Salesman 

Animal husbandry 
PICTURE 


Carpenter 


Faculty 1955 


WILLiAM FoLey 


Dawn Parks 


RayMonpD Moret 


Principal Science 


Joan LEADBETTER 


Typewriting English 


Frances Trowt 


Henry LaSHoro 


Favorite Activity 


Boating 
Baseball 
Bowling 
Football 
Bowling 
Boating 


Basketball 
Football 
Dancing 
Fishing 
Basketball 
Baseball 


Fooling around 
Practical arts 
Football 
Basketball 
Girls 

Golf 


Fishing 


Lors LarcoM 


English Languages 


CorneELIA LEIGHTON 


Vocational Arts Art 
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The members of the graduating class of 1955 dedicate this issue of 
the "Briscoe Briefs" to William J. Foley, the new principal of Briscoe Jun- 
ior High School, We congratulate him on his fine administration of Briscoe 
this year and wish him continued success in his work here, 


WILLIAM J. FOLEY 


On September 8, 195, Mr. William J, Foley became Briscoe's third 
principal and the first to head a three-year junior high school in Beverly, 
Mr, Foley enjoys his work and is proud of his students as well as his school, 
He hopes that all Briscoe Junior High pupils like their school, too. He also 
said: "I do not think of the pupils of Briscce as a class or group, but as a 
group of individual personalities and hope that I can always treat each in 
this way." Mr, Foley would like everyone to enjoy and profit from his school 
life and at the same time get the best possible education, 


Although Mr, Foley was born in Boston, he has resided the greater 
part of his life here in Beverly, He attended the McKay School before going 
on to graduate from Beverly High School in 1926, After attending Hebron 
Academy in Hebron, Maine, for one year he attended the State Teachers College 
at East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, where he received his B, 5, degree in 1931, 
After doing graduate work at Pennsylvania State College and Boston University, 
he received his Master's Degree in Education from Boston University in 1937. 


Mr, Foley taught school at the Warrior Run High School in Hanover 
Township, Pennsylvania, a suburb of Wilkes Barre, from 1931 to 1933, In 1934 
he came to Briscoe and taught mathematics and science, becoming head of the 
science department in 1946, In 195) he was appointed principal of Briscoe, 
However, he continues to teach science occasionally, 


In 1935, Mr, Foley organized football at Briscoe and coached two un~ 
defeated and unscored-on teams, In 1939 he coached the high school football 
team, From 197 to 1952 he coached the high school hockey team, In his work 
he has always inspired the boys, Mr, Foley was commissioned as a Lieutenant, 
J. G., in the Navy in 1942 for World War II military service, He trained at 
Cornell and Harvard Universities for his naval work, and he went to sea in 
December of 192 and remained aboard ship until December, 1945. He was re-~ 
leased from active duty in February, 1946, as Lieutenant Commander, During 
his tour of duty in the Navy he visited all the British Isles, France, Italy, 
Austria, North Africa, Sicily, Hawaii, Panama, Guadalcanal, Okinawa, Korea, 
China, Philippines, Guam, and Alithi. 
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For twenty-four summers tir, Foley worked as a camp counsellor and 
was director for twelve of these summers at a boys! camp in Vermont, In 1948 
Mr, Foley became the director of Evening School at Briscoe and he still ver- 
forms this duty, 


Organizations of which Mr, Foley is a member include the Beverly 
Teachers Association, the Massachusetts Junior High School Principals! Associ- 
ation, and the National Association of Secondary School Principals, He is 
also a director of the Beverly Community Fund and a director and treasurer of 
the Beverly Branch of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children, He is active in the Association of New England Football Offi- 
cials, 


Mr. Foley, whose principal hobby is the the refinishing of woodwork, i 
‘is married to the former Elaine W, Kelleher of Beverly, and they have four 
children, Their home is at 177 Essex Street, Beverly, 


Helen Hovey 68-5 
Assistant Editor 


BRISCOE SCHOOL 


Few students of Briscoe Junior High School have ever heard of 
Robert Briscoe, much less an Indian named Sagamore Johns; yet these two men 
were very important in the early days of Beverly, The site of Briscoe School 
is a hill overlooking the city of Beverly, This hill is called Briscoe Hill 
and the school, Briscoe, because they are part of the farm land belonging to 
Robert Briscoe, a ~rominent citizen of Beverly, A very just man, Briscoe 
played a large »art in our veaceful relations with the Indians by seeing that 
they were paid for the land we took over, To find the relatives of Sagamore 
John, an Indian who owned the land called Beverly, Briscoe hunted near and 
far, When the relatives were found, Judge Hawthorne of Salem drew up a con- 
tract making legal the transfer to Beverly of the Indian lands, Briscoe paid 
all of thirty dollars for the land called Beverly, Following this, he stayed 
in Beverly for a few years and then moved to Andover where he lived for the 
rest of his life, His farm and property now called Ellis Square make up the 
center of Beverly, 


Although Briscoe School was a grammar school when it was first 
built in 1642, it later became the town high school. The need for a larger 
school forced the city to build in 1908 an addition, which we call the new 
building. In 1925 a new high school was built on Schier Road and Colon 
Street, leaving Briscoe to be the junior high school, which it has remained, 


Rosemary Foley L-l 


MISS EDNA SPOFFORD 


On June 25, 1954, Miss Edna Spofford retired from the teaching pro- 
fession after twenty-four years of service to Briscoe Junior High School. 


Miss Spofford was born and brought up in South Groveland, Massachu- 
setts. She received her advanced education at the Salem Normal School, which 
is now known as Salem Teachers! College, 


She first taught in Georgetown, Massachusetts, for nine years before 
coming to Beverly in 1919. In Beverly, Miss Spofford taught grades seven and 
eight at the Brown School, which was then known as the Bass River School, 


In 1930 Miss Spofford came to Briscoe where she taught mathematics 
and during the war ninth grade algebra, During her many faithful years at 
Briscoe, Miss Spofford served as advisor of the mathematics club, the poetry 
club, and assistant advisor of the "Briscoe Briefs," 


When asked why she became a teacher, she replied that at the time it 
was the only way in which she could further her education, but later found it 
to be a very interesting occupation, 


Miss Spofford recalls many interesting experiences such as her trip 
in 1933 to California, On the way she stopped in Cuba where there was a revo- 
lution in progress, She then proceeded by means of the Panama Canal to Calie 
fornia, Another interesting trip she mads was to Alaska in 1937, 


In her retirement Miss Spofford enjoys reading, housekesping, cook- 
ing, and sewing. She is also a member of the Conant Circle Women!s Union and 
a poetry club, Miss Spofford has kept a list of most of her oupils she had in 

- Briscoe, She lives with the knowledge she has done something worth while, 


Her ancestry has been traced back to before the Norman invasion of 
England, Miss Spofford proudly displays her family coat of arms, Her devo- 
tion may be exemplified in the words of her family motto, "Rather Death 
than False of Faith", 


. Miss Spofford:«says, "I shall always be interested in Briscoe," 
Certainly Briscoe misses her many kindnesses, often unmentioned, and her 
thorough teaching, 


Paul Weinberg IL-1 
Ned Hawes F-1 
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| NEW TEACHERS 


» } ap ON 
Briscoe has had numerous changes this year, In addition t@ the 
seventh grade, we have welcomed many new teachers: two math teachers, a hame 
economics teacher, a science teacher, two physical education teachers, and 
five seventh: grade teachers, 


Miss Eleanor Brooks fram: West Peabody, Massachusetts, and Miss Ruth 
French from Conway, New Hampshire, are. teaching eighth and ninthigrade math, 
ifiss Brooks was born in: Peabody, Massachusetts, ‘where she spent her childhood 
on her family's farm in West Peabody with her older brother and sister, She 
enjoyed working with the fafm-andmals and had her first experience training ‘a sao 
dle horse by re-training a "gone sour" one, She also raised and trained her 
own registered hay suaryersheree mt " which she once rode in a bik sind 
mile trail ride, 


Among Miss Brooks! hobbies are archeology, figure skating, horses, 
and square and international folk dancing. She and her brother are doing 
work with tine lapse photography, oF Plowers! popehing and plants; growing, 


Mi 3h Brooks attended Palboe, High ‘Bchool ahd Shah wont, Sabeenna ae 
cliffe College where she majored in mathematics and minored in economics, 
She spent one year at the State Teachers College in Bridgewater, Massachu- 
setts, and, also attended Boston, Universe ty, Bae Harvard Sean School, " 


Our other new math teacher is Miss Ruth RroneH. Miss French, a 
graduate of the University of New Hampshire, came to Briscoe from the Camden, 
Maine, high school where) she taught: social studies,:. Miss French enjoys’ many 
sports including fishing: and swimming, Although this’ is her first. ‘experience 
in teaching ppnipr pigh school, dioie Bays shat range enjoys: Briscoe very much, 

& 

Miss HSH Titcomb, the hone etonbai ee teacher, was originally from 
Fall River, Massachusetts, Upon graduating from high school, she attended 
Framingham State Teachers College and Farmington Teachers College in a Maine, 
Here she received her home economics Gegrer. 


During the first half of the year ‘Miss Ti boomh teaches the girls 
how to make aprons, skirts, and jumpers, The second half of the year is de- 
voted to cooking, Miss Titcomb believes. that. these subjects are very impore 
tant to all of the de in preparation see the future. 


Her hobbies are Bes. music , cooking, photography, and sewing. 


Miss Barbara M, Vasta, the new science teacher at Briscoe, was born 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where she grew up, She is a graduate ef Girls! 
High School in Boston, Massachusetts, Miss Vasta attended Emmanuel College, 
where she received her A, B,, and the Harvard uehoet of Bapeats eral She 
teaches eighth and ninth cL rtae at mhieied a hi 


This past year has bfoughe. to us pia new physical educatian teach- 
ers, Mrs, Loona soppeeint.t and Mr. Lee peeeeee | 
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Mrs, Toussaint, who was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, graduated 
from Hamlin University in St, Paul, She teaches girls! gym and health at 
Briscoe, She spends her summers teaching swimming, and keeping up her home 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, When asked what she thought of Briscoe, she 
said, "I like it a great deal, There's lots of school spirit. I like the 
people." She also said that she enjoys working with the girls of Briscoe, 


Our boys! gymnastics teacher, Mr, Leo Smith, was graduated from 
Howe College. in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1952. Before he attended 
college, he served one year with the army in Alaska, After his graduation 
from college he went to Johnsport, Maine, where for two years he coached 
basketball, baseball, and football, Now he makes his home in Beverly Farms 
with his wife and two children, 


Five seventh grade teachers from the various schools throughout the 
city have come to teach at Briscoe this year, Both Miss Eileen K, Coleman 
and Miss Margaret M, Crowell are from the Edwards School where they have 
taught for a number of years, 


Miss Crowell was born in Salem, Massachusetts, but attended the 
Beverly schools and graduated from Beverly High School, She is a Junior 
High graduate of Salem Teachers College, During her spare time Miss Crowell 
enjoys traveling and sports, 


Miss Eileen K, Coleman, another seventh grade teacher, was born in 
Beverly, Her teaching education began at the Salem Teachers College where 
she received her Bachelor of Science in Education Degree, She is at present 
working toward her Master's Degree, She is the secretary of the Essex Coun- 
ty Teachers Association, One of Miss Coleman's favorite hobbies is golf, 
She is the Vice-President of the Ladies Division of the Wenham Golf Club, 


Miss Cora A, White, formerly of the Washington School, is now one 
of the new seventh grade teachers, She has previously taught at Briscoe, 
Miss White was born in Barnard, Vermont. She graduated from high school in 
Lebanon, New Hampshire, and attended State Normal School at Hyannis, Massa- 
chusetts; State Normal School at Plymouth, New Hampshire; and Boston Univer-~ 
sity. She has taught school in Massachusetts and Vermont, Miss White's 
reason for deciding upon teaching as a profession is that she enjoys working 
with boys and girls, and helping them progress, She has voiced her impres- 
_, sion of Briscoe in this manner: "Briscoe is a good junior high school, and 

it is a privilege to be one of the faculty," 


Chester L, Somers, another seventh grade teacher, was born in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, He attended the Somerville public schools, While in 
high school he joined the naval reserve, At.the outbreak of the second 
World War, Mr, Somers joined the U, 5. Army, and for about five years was 
in the Combat Engineers, Prior to, and after the war, he worked in a bank 
for sixteen years, Five years after his discharge from the army he went to 
Tufts College, and also attended the University of Massachusetts, He is. now 
studying for his Master's Degree at Tufts, Last year he taught grades 5, 6, 
7, and 8 and was the principal of the Center School in Shutesbury, Mr, Som- 
ers now resides in Hamilton with his wife and two daughters, 


hiss ieuks sc uiaske ls greduated frau washburn ames unen 
“unt Lo Framingham oteave Tenerers Cohicge, liiss poskcll taught. cee 
aine, from 19h2 te 19h3, but left in March to join tne Women's Army Corps, 
She was stetioned at ainter Field, Savannah, Georgia, with vho first aie 
Foree for a year. She spent abeub two yoars overseas with the mintowAie 
Pence tues taskel. teugut at vasnburn, Maine, her hometown, for two year 
from 1946 to 1948, and in Topefield, ati seals from 1916 te 195h, aa 
1951 she rocelvod her B, 5, rrom Bostor University-and in 195) her Mane 
“iss Meskell is now attending Boston nivers sity for her Certificate cf Ad- 
vaneed Graduate Snecialization in Guidance, Hor nobbies art stamp col- 
lécting and reading, 


GUIDANCE PROGRAM 


The guidance vrogram at Briscoe this year has been expanded, In- 
stead of two counselors there are now four: iiss Eleanor Brooks, Miss 
LCuise Maskell, Mr, Robert Brown, and Mr, Raymond Morel, The purpose of 
these guidance counselors is to help the pupils make a wise choice in the 
selcetion of studies for high school and to give them extra help if needed 
in any particular subject, 


During the third quarter four tyoes of tests were given to test 
the pupils! aptitudes and abilities, Mental Maturity, Clerical Aptitude, 
ond English Comprshension Tests wore given to all ninth grade students, Thc 
‘Mechanical Aptitude Test was given only to the ninth grade boys, 


With the help of the guidance counselors, the pupils have been 
given extra help and have alse chosen courses which are suited to them, 


Ellen Harmaala Lel 


EBRISCOE'S CONTRIBUTION 


On April 12, 1965, the long hoped for announcement came, After 
years Of rescarch a vaccine has besn perfected which will help control polio. 
Or, Jonas Salk discovered this serum with the help of his colleagues in sci- 
entifie research, This discovery was oartly financed by the March of Dimes, 
Almost every American has contributed to this worthy cause in some way. 

Jnder the chairmanship of Mr, Cherles Walsh, ovcr one thousand students of 
Briscoe heave served as volunteer collectors during the past five years, It 
is a great satisfaction tc know that the boys and girls of Briscoe have been 
wililing to give their time to collect for this worthy cause every year ind 
thus indirectly help to control this crippling disease, 


Helen Hovey 8-5 
Assistant Editor 
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THE ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Briscoe's Advisory Council is composed of five keys and the presi-~ 
dent of each homeroom, From these five keys, who are chosen while they are 
in the cighth grade by the faeulty, the seventh and cighth ercders elect one 
to be the president of the Couneil, He represents the Spirit of Briscoe and 
is called the Master Mey while the other four are the keys of Scholarship, 
Prisndshio, Fair Play, and Activities, 


The following are the members of the Council: President « Henry 
Betts; Keys - Paul Weinberg, James Taylor, Joan Surprenant, Elizabeth Cook; 
Seventh Grade Representatives - Rosalind Barnett, Cynthia Davis, Peter Huse 
ssy, Hetsy Mood, Frank Wetmore; Bighth Grade Representatives - Leo Allen, 
E}ien Hennessey, Virginia lansol, Martha Ossoff, Johr: Wards Ninth Grade Rop- 
tepresentatives ~ Ellon Corning, Aubroy Huiwes, Nancy Morse, Elaine Segal, 


The purpose of the Counefl is to promote bettcr relations between 
the faculty, parents, and pupils, to assist and advise thea principal and face 
ulty on matters which will benefit the school, to help bring about equal and 
just representation for all pupils, and te ereate sehool spirit which brings 
about enthusiastic participation in school activities and studies, For in- 
stance, to assist tho principal at Parent Teacher Association meetings the 
Council members act as guides, : 


Under the supervision and instruction of their advisor, Miss Hazel- 
ton, the members of the Council learn how to conduct their meetings by par- 
liamentary vrodcdure, This provides the Council members with a knowledge of 
how most mectings are run, 


If any student has any problems, complaints, or suggestions con- 
cerning the welfare of the school, he may speak to a Council member and it 
Will be brought up for discussion and debate at the next meeting, 


Various committees are often formed within the Council to werk for 
the bettcrment of the school, This ycar we had a safety committee which 
worked for saftey outside of school 2s well as inside, a citizenship commit- 
tee which strove for better citizenship marks, and a manners committee which 
. worked for better manners around the school, particularly the corridors, 

Paul Weinberg, a member of the manners committee, wrote the following song to 
the tune of "Davy Crockett", 


Kindness to all others is our main ideal, 

Passing in the corridors is something we must do, 

So help all your classmates and they'll help you too, 
If we're quiet as we're passing and obey every rule 
In that way we can better our school, 


Kindness to all others is our main ideal, 
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Safety officers are for our own good, 

If they say be quiet, well, we should, 

They're stationed for our safety and welfare, too, 
And the person who will benefit from them is you, 


Kindness to all others is our main ideal, 


Joan Surprenant IL-2 
Elizabeth Cook L-l 


BRISCOE'S ASSEMBLY PROGRAM 


Although the lack of a stage has caused some inconvenience and im- 
yrovising this year, there have been several fine assembly programs, The 
first assembly was the installation of the Advisory Council, planned and di- 
rected by Miss Hazelton, The meeting began with opening exercises led by Hose~ 
Mary Foley, assisted by Richard Burkhardt and Hollis Tozier, Paul Weinberg, 
representing the Key of Scholarship; James Taylor, Fair Play; Joan Surprenant, 
Friendship; and Elizabeth Cook, Activities, spoke on the importance of these 
symbols, Mr, Foley installed the president, Henry Betts, who then administer- 
ed the oath to the new members of the council, the homeroom presidents, Music 
was orovided by the Briscoe band, 


The Thanksgiving Assembly, under the chairmanship of Miss Coleman, 
was put on by the seventh grade, who presented a tableau, "The Presidents Give 
Thanks," accompanied by a chorus of seventh grade girls, The orchestra made 
its debut at this assembly, playing "The American Patrol" and "The Capital City 
March", 


On December 23, fifteen students enacted a religious pageant depict 
ing the spirit of Christmas, One of the most colorful of the year, it requir-— 
ed much planning and hard work, The scenery was built in the shop by Mr, 
LaShoto and his boys and then painted by Miss Leighton and several of her art 
pupils, Miss Larcom contrived effective costumes, while Miss Goggin and Mr, 
Finnegan conducted the musical selections, 


The personality rather than the social standing of the individual 
was the theme of the Washington-=Lincoln Assembly, Taking part in a playlet 
contrasting Washington and Lincoln were Henry Betts, Betty Cook, Susan Elliott, 
Michael Lucas, John Myer, James Taylor, and Paul Weinberg, Mr. Foley congrats 
ulated the cast and spoke briefly on the theme of the play, Mr. Brown was 
chairman of this assembly, 


Later in the winter Inspector Preston of the Registry of Motor Ve- 
hicles and Sergeant Louis Shaw of the Beverly Police Department visited Bris~ 
coe to give timely talks on the importance of safety particularly to young 
people, Their message was supplemented by a safety film, 


Briscoe students have had an op»xortunity to participate in an ase 
sembly program which they have found makes a very important part of their 
echool life, 

Elizabeth Toomey L-1 


THE BEAUTY OF WINTER 


As I step out of my front door into the brisk, chilly air on a 
snowy, wintery day, I see a most unusual but beautiful sivzht, It is the 
snow-covered cemetery. All of the tombstones are buried in the snow, each 
taking the form of a different snowman, Some are tall and slender and others 
are short and squatty. The trees, heavy-laden with sparkling snow, appear to 
be stooping toward the ground, 


Such a gorgeous day with such marvelous scenery is too precious to 
waste, so I encourage my family to go for a ride. We decide on a ride through 
the woods where the snow is piled high in drifts against the fences and the 
branches of once erect trees with their burdens of new fallen snow bend 
gracefully toward the ground as if they are trying to sweep up the snow and 
pave a path for us. 


As we dangerously skid through the ruts and around the corners 
through this wonderland, we wonder what new beauty the next bend will reveal. 
Soon we come upon a scene of winter activity, happy children sliding and ski- 
ing down the white hills or building snowmen, each trying to create a differ- 
ent face on his. Seeing them having such a glorious time makes us wish we 
had brought our skiis along so we could join in the fun, 


As we turn towards home in the gathering dusk, the snowflakes begin 
to flutter down only to be captured by the rays of the beaming headlights 
which turn the glittering flakes into dancing jewels, We arrive home safely, 
feeling as though we had ventured into some unknown fairyland when in reality 
all of this winter beauty was just around the corner, 


Elizabeth Cook Leal 
MY BLESSINGS 


Every day I am grateful for my many blessings, Among the nicest 
blessings that I have are wonderful parents who try to make me a well-edu- 
cated person, Iam also grateful for my home waich gives me shelter, Free- 
dom of worship was treasured in the days of the Pilgrims and is very precious 
today. All of us, anytime, anywhere, in our own way can thank God for our 
many blessings which He has so generously given us, Some of us don't realize 
how fortunate we are to be living in a land which has so many wonderful 
privileges, One blessing that everyone should be grateful for is to be live 
ing in a country that is free from war--America, 


Cynthia Davis 7-2 
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THE SKI AND I 


Every winter you can count on two things happening, It will snow 
and I will try to ski, I was reminded of this the other day when some friends 
and I were walking home from schocl, One of them said how much colder it was 
getting and that it wouldn't be long now before we had some snow, I agreed 
that I would have to get my skiis out soon, This remark was greeted by groans 
and wild hoots of laughter, As a matter of fact I even laugh myself when I 
put on my "monsters", 


My latest and, perhaps, funniest experience took place at the ski 
tow in Hamilton last year, it was at night and I was somewhat frightened by 
the ease of the skiers as they gracefully glided down the slope, However, 
sad to say, I was not too afraid to try it myself. I took my place at the end 
of the long line of skiers waiting their turn to use that device referred to 
as "the tow", Before my struggles were over, however, I had referred te it in 
many terms besides this, My turn finally came, and I approached it with con- 
fidence, After all, I had seen many people do this, and it certainly didn't 
look very hard, In the next few minutes my confidence dwindled rapidly and 
finally turned to chagrin, It seemed there was quite a bit more to it than 
just grabbing the cable and having it pull you to the top. Oh, I grabbed the 
cable all right, but I didn't go any place - I just fell, Finally, I managed 
to advance almost half-way up before falling again. This time I outdid my- 
self, When I finally reached the top, I wished I was at the bottom, Well, 
there was only one way to get there, and I took it, I ended my little journey 
in a burst of snow, if not of glory. 


Kenneth Trask 8-2 


BURGLAR ON THE PROWL 


My friend and I were sitting quietly in her house watching televi- 
sion when we heard an unusual sound, Soon the steps leading upstairs began 
to creak alarmingly. Since I was slightly older I felt I had to take the re- 
sponsibility and appear confident, But the creaking, which had increased, 
was accompanied by disturbing squeaks, Determined to find the culprit, I 
jumped up. We reached for our flashlights. As we crept around the house I 
tried to appear a poised, self-confident Sherlock Holmes, though no Sherlock, 
I'm sure, could have been so brave. My knees began to shake, and I felt that 
my nerves were shattered, To alarm the bandit and boost my confidence, I be- 
gan to shout such warnings as, "We've got you covered," and "The place is 
surrounded," The answer to these warnings was somewhat unusual, for directly 
behind me, there came a loud bark, Turning around, I found myself face to 
face with Jitterbug, my friend's dog, looking innocently at me, He seemed 
unaware that he had caused us undue fear and excitement. We both felt that 
we had learned a good lesson and would have more courage from then on, 


Gail Freedman 7-2 


TEENAGE SHOPPERS 


The "Ritz" is only the first of the many expensive and elegant 
stores they plan to visit, not that they're going to buy anything, it's just 
that they want to look, 


Wearing somewhat faded dungarees, dirty white sneakers, and their 
brothers! old white shirts, which are now near the stage of washing, a girl 
and her best friend walk slowly through the boys! department, gazing at the 
many belts and new flashy shirts which they Peele their brothers would get to 
be in the real gone styles, 


Carelessly one presses the elevator button and waits impatiently, 
while humming her favorite song, which she is just dying to get a record of, 
The elevator comes down finally and they prance in, carefreely, riding to the 
second floor, They chew their gum wildly and rapidly, and hash over their 
boy problems until interrupted by a jerk of the elevator, Walking out, they 
are concerned only with what is on the blouse counter, Pleasantly they ask 
the prettiest girl at the counter if she has any of the new style blouses with 
the doll sleeves and the flower print. Quickly the girl finds just what she 
thinks they want, but it isn't, for they want the ones with the pointed col- 
lars and not the ones with the round ones, While the clerk hunts madly for 
the special blouses, the girls drool over what they call a positively lush 
dress and dash wildly across the floor, only to discover the price is beyond 
their means, Whispering to her friend, one decides she didn't like the style 
of the dress anyhow, Hearing a sweet, feminine voice, which seems to be call- 
ing them, they return to the blouse counter to find that the clerk hasn't 
found exactly what they want. Down again the clerk goes, this time in a fit 
of fury. One of the girls, meanwhile, discovers and yells with joy to her 
friend that she's found the certain blouse and it's over on another counter, 
The other dashes over madly to find just what they want, except the clerk 
doesn't have it in their size, With much disappointment they walk dreamily 
back to the pleasant, extremely pretty clerk, who now, to their surprise, is 
a complete wreck, They give her a minute explanation, and imnediately a cold 
eye is passed in their direction by the worn-out clerk, so they rush off dis- 
cussing how un-cooperative she was, Passing the counters, they discover some 
of their friends trying on the new summer hats, By joining them, they get a 
chance to try on the new straw sailor hat which they had seen on the girl 
dummy, and had admired immensely since, After leaving the group, they go over 
_to the leather counter, Picking up each wallet of their favorite color, which 
were once piled neatly, they find that the wallets either have too many slots 
or too few, never a satisfactory one, After finding one they like fairly 
well, the salesgirl asks, "That will be three dollars and shall I wrap it up 


praLore yous" 


Quickly the girls reply, "Oh, we don't want to buy one; wefre just 
looking," 


The clerk mutters to herself, "That's the usual answer," and gives 
them a disgusted look, only thinking of the sale that could have been made, 
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Walking off slowly, they admiringly touch, pick up, and try on 
everything they see which is tangible, Finally they reach the elevator, and 
to their surprise it is right at the floor, for it usually never is, Again 
they talk over problems on boys and clothes and find themselves in a mad 
rush getting out of the elevator, which they now call a hazard to. life, 

This time they walk through the perfume department and find themselves making 
a purchase of fifteen cents, Walking out, they chew their gum just as madly 
and rapidly as when they came in and both reach in their back dungaree pock- 
ets to get their last nickel which will be spent at the corner drugstore on 
a coke to refresh themselves to continue their journey, 


Ellen Corning Ll 


THE HOUSE 


It was an old, grey, dilapidated house in a lovely residential sec- 
tion. It was looked upon by neighboring families as being quite mysterious, 
and rumors said it was haunted, No one enjoyed it or made use of it or would 
have cared if it had burned, as it added no beauty to the neighborhood, Oc- 
casionally there would be seen the small, flickering light of a candle through 
one of the many broken windows, (Actually this was lighted by the owner, a 
little old lady, who visited her property for only a few hours each year.) 
However, imaginative neighbors just thought of it as "the house of mystery", 
never thinking to lessen its run-down appearance, The visual dream of any 
haunted house, it would have been the perfect setting for a mystery story. 


The years flew by, the owner had died, and the house was for sale, 
as the cobwebs grew larger, One week the news around that neighborhood was 
that a family with two children had bought the house, Who could be the 
strange people with farsightedness enough to want such a piece of property? 


They saw its sagging but graceful lines, the large, stately trees 
in the yard which really made a lovely setting, and what could and would, they 
determined, be charm, With much foresight they replaced the rotten beams with 
sturdy new planks, cleaned the rooms from floor to ceiling, and made a few 
changes, Clean wallpaper and bright paint put on by loving hands, plus hard 
work and perseverance changed the old house to a charming home! It was now 
white, neat, sunny, and looked alive, Bright with lights, windows boasted 
ruffles, white and starched, lawn cut and green, it called out a cheery wel~ 
come to all who passed by. Love and labor had made this house the most talked 
about house in the city. | 


Joan Surprenant L-2 
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AN AVERAGE DAY IN 2955 


Have you ever wondered what it would be like, if you lived a thou- 
sand years from now, in the year 2955? This is my conception of what it 
might be like on just an average day in that year, 


It is 7:00, time to get up, so what wakes you up? Your mother? 
No, try again, An alarm clock? Wrong again. It's your electro-magnetic 
announcer in the wall near your bed, At 7:00 on the dot, a soft voice with 
music in the background announces that it is time to get up. If you get right 
up, the electro-announcer will shut off immediately; but if you don't get up 
the radium heated covers will be gently removed from your round bed by an 
automatic eye, and the bed will tilt in such a way that it will stand you right 
UPe 


Wondering what to wear? «ell, just press a button and a chart show- 
ing all your different school clothes will appear from behind a picture, Fi- 
nally decided what to wear? Now you press the button selector to the outfit 
and shoes you've decided to wear, and in just a few seconds, your clothes 
come out cleaned and pressed, and your shoes shined or dyed if you wish to 
match the color of your outfit. 


Oh, yes, we almost forgot breakfast, didn't we? And it's all ready 
since it started getting cooked in the electronic oven the minute your eleéec-~ 
troealarm went off, The sliding breakfast nook has already come out of the 
wall and is ready to be used, Of course you mustn't forget to leave a message 
on your mother's automatic message receiver, which will be announced to her 
when she turns the set on, 

Oh, it's snowing quite hard out, and because your father has al- 
ready taken the sedan jet to the office, doesn't mean that you'll miss school 
entirely, even though you may not be there in person, You just go down to 
the tele-receiver room, and get connected directly to your classroom, After 
class you have to get right to work and do old-fashioned 1955 homework, 


The weather has now cleared, so you call a taxicopter to take you to 
New York and back for a small amount of shopping, As the automatic floor 
carrier in the roof top store carries you from counter to counter, you view 
all the newest synthetic products, such as minkron and chinchillacron coats 
which almost exactly resemble the real thing but sell for about one-twentieth 
the price, 


Oh, that's right too, you forgot to call your girlfriend and tell 
her that you won't be able to make the Larombo Hop, which by the way, is the 
latest dance rage, So, you tune her in on your telebracelet, which is a tele- 
vision tclephone worn on your wrist. 


That night back in your room, after watching your own built-in col- 
‘or short-wave television, which picks up any show in the world, you wonder if 
tomorrow will be just as uneventful and boring as today. 


Susan Altshuler Fel 
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OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN 


Just one more night on the ocean, one short summer's night, Little 
Edith checked the clothes she is going to put on in a hurry tomorrow, She is 
sleeping beside her sister in the ship's large room in one of the many berths, 
quite content now knowing that her mother is in the next berth, This is her 
ninth night on the ocean; the ship's swaying, and the din of the motors have 
become monotonous to Edith. And those three nights and days when the ship 
was going through the English Channel, those horrible hours when Edith was 
seasick, But now everything is past and early tomorrow morning she will see 
the new country. 


"What will it be like?" she asked herself, "Will it be like our 
native land, with low, green meadows, flowers, and blossoming fruit orchards? 
Or maybe it will have high mountains and... . .'' Like a huge swing the 
ship goes up and down, up and down, slowly rocking Edith nearer and nearer to 
her dreamland, 


"Edith, Edith, do you want to see the new country's lights?" her 
mother asked, gently shaking her by the shoulder, "I'll help you get up." 


She put a coat around little Edith's shoulders and both started walk- 
ing to the deck, Still half asleep Edith, with her little hand in her mother's 
reliable one, followed her up the steel stairs to the upper deck, Everything 
was dark, except for the bright stars in the sky, which like faithful eyes, 
watched over the little excited girl, A swift warm breeze carrying the fra- 
grance of the earth blew through her hair, It was quite different from those 
past nine days when she had smelled only salt water, 


"Where is the new country?" she asked her mother, 


Her mother, helping her up on a little platform answered, pointing 
her hand to a long row of lights, "There, look, there is our new home," 


"Are those stars in that long row with the sky above them lighted up 
like a halo?" Edith asked her mother, "Oh, no," she exclaimed again, 
"those are pearls on a long string?" 


"Those, Edith, are the new country's harbor lights," her mother ex- 
plained, This night will never, never be forgotten by Edith; after four 
years of war and turmoil she longs for peace and a home, and there, where 
that long row of lights brightens up the sky, is Edith's new home, 


Now she is completely awake and her eyes, which are wide and very 
dark, are watching the harbor lights slowly nearing, Edith folded her little 
hands and whispered, "Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name....." 


Vizma Aprans Le2 


BABY 


Comfortably cuddled in his cradle, 
Tucked beneath blue blankets warm; 
An infant is awakening now, 

With a sleepy, toothless yawn, 


This babe is now in search of food-- 
For first he gazes ‘bout his crib, 

And next emits a whimper and a howl 
Which has Mommy running for his bib, 


Now let's observe this healthy babe, 
Whose heart is sweet and pure; 

To love him is so natural-- 

He's full of charm and much allure, 


As daytime ends and night is near, 
Baby is tucked into his bed; 

For him, once more day has ended, 
As he lowers his tiny head, 


James Giulianelli L-1L 


STARS 


Have you looked at the sky at night, 

And seen the stars sparkling and bright? 
I think they look like my mother's eyes, 
Shining stars way up in the skies, 


Some nights when I go to bed, 

I see the stars shining overhead, 
I count them instead of sheep, 
And in that way I fall asleep. 


When in the morning I awake, 

Many trips outdoors I take, 

' And see the starless sky all blue, 
I wonder where the stars went to, 


0, how I love to watch the sky at night, 
And see the stars, sparkling and bright, 
So watch the stars a night or two, 

And the stars of glory Willi fascinate you, 


Carolyn Monroe 7-4 
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THE CALL OF THE NIGHT 


The sea is calm, the wind is dead, 
The whole town is now lying down to bed, 


But there is a man who is not in bed, 
He is down by the river-side instead, 


He looks at the moon and the stars in the sky, 
And thinks of how wonderful it must be to fly. 


He hears a noise before he leaves, 
And looks at the ground, the grass, and the trees, 


This noise he hears, what can it be? 
There is nobody in sight that he can see, 


He looks a bit harder, sees his angry wife, 
And turns around and runs for his life, 


He runs and he runs with all his might 
Into the total darkness of the night, 


He shivers and shakes and kicks for his life 
Until he finally wakes with the help of his wife, 


Blaine Segal Lel 
Vincent Casale Lel 


YOUR WISH 


Have you ever wished to become a dog, 
Or even a cat, or maybe a frog? 

And maybe just to be a square, 

A flea may be your only care, 


You'd be so small, you wouldn't be seen, 
You'd be to animal very mean, 

In their fur you would try to get 

And try to ruin some children's pet, 


And maybe a circus is your delight, 
To become a star overnight, 

You'd be the rare specimen 

That could almost count to ten, 


Eleanor Dinkin Le2 
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A CLASSROOM OBSERVATION 


I love to watch the girls, 

As they walk down the aisle 

To get a piece of paper; ~ 

They turn their heads and smile, 
Another girl smiles back, 

They laugh at some well-hidden joke, 
They laugh so hard and giggle so much 
You think they're going to choke, 


They then walk back to their seats, 

And act.as if nothing is wrong, 

And put on an innocent air, 

When surrounded by a throng 

Qf classmates all asking questions; 
Saying "What is so absurd?" 

What was the joke that they had missed? 
What had they not heard? 


The oddest thing about this tale, 
Is something you may have guessed, 
There was no joke they laughed at, 
It's just that they've been blessed 
With a silly sense of humor 

Found only in a girl, 

So beware those females, men, 

When they let their humor swirl, 


Paul Weinberg Lel 
BABYSITTING 


When Friday night again rolls round, 
I begin my tedious job, 

You know I cannot make a sound, 

For a jolt will start a sob, 


After the first sob it's too late, 
The cries become loud screams, 
Bottle or change, he cannot wait, 
For both he tries all schemes, - 


When he has what he cried for, 

And stopped at last his screams, 

Has creeped a while on rug and floor, 
He finally goes off in dreams, 


Eleanor Dinkin L-2 
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BUSTER 


I have a dog named Buster, 
Everybody knows his name, 
Many people have heard of hin, 
Although he has no fame, 


He meets me at the door, 
Gives me a friendly smile, 
He runs and jumps and barks, 
So happy all the while, 


At lunch he sits and begs, 

For a scrap of meat or fish, 
And happily he is rewarded, 
When I put some in his dish. 


He lies at the foot of my bed, 
Happy, snug, and tight, 

And he happily wags his tail, 
When I say to him, “Goodnight". 


Neil Share 7-l 
OUR NUISANCE 


A cat is such a sly little thing, 
All day long he'll purr and sing; 
But when we've all gone to bed, 
Strange ideas fill his head, 


He runs across the floor so fast, 
Then he'll stop and sit at last; 
Upon the sofa quickly he!1l1 leap, 
To climb the curtains high and steep. 


Down they come upon the floor, 

The guilty one vanished through the door; 
Into the pantry, upon the shelf, 

There he sits and helps himself, 


He's had his fun so he'll go to sleep 

Over to his bed he'll slowly creep; 

Little does he know what might happen to him, 
He might get torn from limb to limb, 


Keith Weston 7-5 
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NATHAN HALE 


George Washington was worried, 

The British were close by, 

Their plans of action must be known, 
Someone was needed as a spy. 


Captain Nathan Hale came forth, 

A true American patriot, 

He volunteered to get the plans, 

The plans that Washington had sought, 


Through the British lines he went, 
To get the information, 

Disguised as a poor schoolmaster, 
There would be less observation, 


The plans that he had gathered, 
Were carefully concealed, 

Under the soles of leather boots, 
When needed, they would be revealed, 


He was about to get away, 
Through British lines he went 
When by a soldier he was caught, 
And to the gallows he was sent, 


Betsy Mood 7-4 
THE FARMER 


Hunting] hunting! hunting! 
With game birds flying high; 


The farmer in the grazing field 
A woodcnuck did he spy, 


The woodchuck started running, 
The farmer aimed his guns 

Poor o]d Mister Woodchuck, 

It seemed he sure was done, 


The farmer's gun went off, 

The balls were made of lead; 

The woodchuck still was running, 
Then suddenly, dropped dead. 


David Dove, Jr, 7-2 


IN THE WOODS 


When I walk in the woods in the spring, 
I hear the different birds that sing. 
I see the flowers on the hill, 

The violet, hepatica, and daffodil. 
Above the steady buzz of bees, 

I hear the wind in the trees, 

In the brook the fishes swim, 

The few so fat, the rest not thin. 
And near the brook we see the frogs, 
Which hop about from rocks to logs. 
Sometimes I can hear 

The very faint footsteps of a deer, 

A perfect way to spend the day, 

In the silent woods not far away. 


Barbara Desjardins 


NATURE'S DELIVERY 


May is coming-- 

The bees will be humming, 
Children will be gay, 

Out-of-door games they will play. 


Spring is near-~ 

Warm days will be here. 
Birds will be singing, 
Children will be swinging. 


All will be gay, 
In the month of May, 


Judith Stanton 


SPRINGTIME 


Today I saw in a garden, 

Just peering its head through the ground, 
A dear little white-headed crocus, 

Not another flower was around, 

And it quietly whispered a message, 
Telling me springtime was near, 

How very happy it made me, 

For it's the loveliest time of year. 


Patti Obear 7 


JBI 


A GREAT AN, INDEED! 


In this country of ours like a fresh grain of corn, 

A content; robust boy in Kentucky was born | 

In a rude, one=roomed cabin made entirely of things 
That had grown in this land where freedom still rings, 


He was a good-humored boy with a quick-witted mind, 

Not a moment of leisure did the honest boy find, 

But he worked all he could to help neighbors around, 
And borrowed their books to which he was bound, 


‘He started with law and then had the chance 

_ To go into politics and then to advance, 

From a gaunt, homely man with a country boy's mind, 
With the thoughts of freedom his face was wellelined, 


As our sixteenth president, freedom he brought, 
And still in our country children are taught 
To respect and to honor this great man of fame, 
And even today we remember his name, 


One day an assassin against him did plot, 

And that was the day the great leader was shot, 
When our country no longer would be able to see 
His tender concern, his magnanimity. 


Who was this man? Abe Lincoln, of course, 

When his country called, he came without force, 
He struggled for freedom and was against strife, 
And we long will remember his magnificent life, 


Virginia Myer 68-3 
Maureen Darcy [el 


WINDOW BEAUTY 


‘From my window, as I gaze, 

The sky seems all aglow; 

The sturdy pine trees through the haze, 
Form silhouettes in a row, 


I catch a glimpse of a glistening stream, 
With flowers on its banks; 

For all of these, it surely seems, 

To God we must give thanks, 


Judith Ward 7-5 


NEW YORK 


Itil go to New York, tomorrow I saye 

Ah, yes, my week will be free and gay. 

It'll go by boat, by car, by train, 

Or maybe I'll even go by plane, 

I'll see the skyscrapers, big and tall, 

It'll even visit Carnegie Hall, 

Yes, I'll go everywhere, 

We'll send postcards--one, two, three, 

- And we'll ride around town in a Lincoln Capri, 
We'll go to a wrestling match, stay one bout, 
Go to Central Park, take two horses out, 
Wetll gallop, we'll trot, we'll canter and run, 
Ah, yes, we'll really have loads of fun, 

Now call up the airport, get tickets for two, 
What? They are all filled up? 

Well, what are we to do? 

New York, here we come! What determination} 
But we're only using our imagination, 


Ellen Toll 8-1 
THE FALL 


I think of all the seasons, 

It's fall I like the best, 

And only one reason is needed, 

To make fall better than all the rest, 


I like the colorful leaves, | 
That Jack Frost paints in the fall, 
That help to make our landscape, 
The most beautiful of all, 


So if I were to pick the season, 

That I like best of all, 

Ttwould not be spring, summer, or winter, 
It would be the glorious fall, 


Neil Share 7=l) 
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SPRING 


When spring begins to roll around 

We see the buds come up from the ground, 
The red, the yellow, and the white 
Pushing, pushing up for height, 

The warm sun smiles on them by day, 
Helps them to grow the quickest way, 


Lorna Kransberg 7-3 


SPRINGTIME 


First come the pussy willows 
Who brave the winter chill; 
Then the milky snowdrops 
Start blooming on the hill, 


Of course the dainty bluets 

4re the next ones to appear; 
Then the bright forsythia 
Brings joy and springlike cheer, 


Later there are jonquils, 
Appleblossoms in the light, 
Hyacinths and tulips 

Spring up with all their might, 


Diane Hubbard 7-3 


MUSIC 


Music brings me lots of cheer 

Sweet, strong notes chase out my fear 
Lines and spaces, sharps and flats, 
Keep me peaceful, free from spats; 
Music lasts through all the ages-- 
It's in your mind, not on the pages, 


Diane Hubbard 7-3 
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CLASS SONG OF 1955 


(Tune: America, the Beautiful) 


Two years ago we entered here, 

Qh Briscoe School to know, 

The days seemed long, the tasks seemed hard 
As we went to and fro; 

The friends we made, the knowledge learned 
Will help us on our way. 

With hearts so true and spirits high 

We go from here today, 


As we go forth through open doors 
Of Briscoe School today, 

We think of times that we have had 
The sad ones and the gay, 

Of Briscoe and her spirit 

That we will try to take 

Along with us to high school now, 
Oh never to forsake, 


Elizabeth Cook Le-l 
NORTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS MUSIC FESTIVAL 


On May 7, 1955, at the annual Northeastern Music Festival, Beverly 
was host to forty-eight bands, ten orchestras, thirty-seven choral groups, and 
thirty soloists and small ensembles coming from forty communities, The spon- 
sors of the festival were the Beverly Band-Orchestra Parents Association and 


the Beverly Public Schools, Mr, John Finnegan, director of instrumental music 


in the Beverly schools was host chairman, 


Karly Saturday morning the participants began to arrive by bus at 
the outskirts of the city where they were met by Boy Scouts who directed them 
to Memorial Junior High School to register, They then proceeded to the audi- 
tioning centers throughout the city, 


These music festivals are not competitive events, but serve only as 
a means of rating each participating group. Various local music teachers and 
other musical persons from throughout the New England area acted as judges. 


In the afternoon a parade consisting of forty-two marching units 


began at two o!clock, Hundreds of people lined the streets to watch the cole — 


orful units as they marched by. The parade ended at Hurd Stadium where a 
massed band concert was held, 


Particivants in the festival from Briscoe included Raymond Smart, 


flute soloist; Briscoe Girls! Glee Clubs; Briscoe and Memorial Bands; John Myer 


James Taylor, lan Nagel, and Ray Smart who were part of the all-city orchestr, 


Paul Weinberg Ll 


GIRLS! SPORTS 


Girls' sports have been carried on this year with great enthusiasm 
and interest. Gym classes were given to each pusil in each grade including 
the new seventh grade, 


Mrs, Toussaint, the new gym teacher, taught and explained the fun- 
damentals of basketball to each grade, and because of lack of experience the 
seventh graders played lead-up games which will help them in future contests, 


Both the seventh and eighth grade pupils have enjoyed square danc- 
ing, The ninth graders will take it up toward the end of the year, 


All the pupils played badminton in which they had competition with 
other pupils in their class, The eighth grade winners were Helen Hovey, Gail 
Kennedy, and Sally Stickens; the ninth grade: Phyllis Albert, Vizma Aprans, 
and Ellen Corning, all having lost one game, 


The ninth grade pupils played shuffleboard, However, the seventh 
and eighth grades were too large; therefore half of the division played shuf- 
fleboard while the other half played various recreational team games, 


Volleyball was enjoyed immensely by the eighth and ninth grade pu- 
pils. We also hope the seventh graders will enjoy it when they take it up in 
early June, 


An eighth grade girls! sports club, directed by Mrs, Toussaint, has 
met every period scheduled for clubs. During some of these classes the pupils 
talked on various sports which they enjoy out of school. They have been bowl- 
ing on different nights of the week, swimming every Friday afternoon after 
school, and have indulged in many activities which some of the members could 
not enjoy without the help of this club, They have gone on many hikes and 
walks and are planning more, 


After school sports included basketball and volleyball, They were 
practiced at the Edwards School. 


Mrs. Toussaint has helped to make the activities more pleasant and 


interesting at Briscoe, and the girls wish to thank her for her fine work, 


Ellen Corning L-1 
Sports Editor 
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BOYS! SPORTS 


Classes 


With much interest, the seventh, eighth, and ninth grade boys at 
Briscoe have throughout the year taken part in many different sports, Vol- 
leyball was found to be the most interesting and popular, As this sport can 
be played indoors only, it was played during gym classes, However, after 
more interest had been built up and the boys expressed a stronger desire to 
play the game, a special contest was started consisting of eight, ninth grade 
teams. The games were played after school and Team One was the final winner, 
Earlier in the year Mr, Smith, the boys! gym teacher, taught the eighth and 
ninth grades the fundamentals of basketball, Currently all the grades are 
learning how to play badminton and a tournament is expected to follow, 


Basketball 


The seventh, eighth, and ninth grades under the leadership of Mr, 
Smith have just finished their 195) - 1955 basketball season, The eighth and 
ninth grades had a fairly good sezson with six wins and three losses with the 
varsity (ninth grade) winning four while dropping only one, Among their wins 
were three over Memorial with scores of 53-38, 52-7, and 5-0. The other 
win was over Essex Agvie by a score of 50-22, Their only defeat came from the 
hands of Eastern Jr, High of Lynn with a score of 42-hO in an overtime period 
of play. The seventh grade played only two games, losing both to Memorial, 
‘The leading scorers for the varsity team were: Alfred Menesale, 65 points; 
Philip LeBlanc, 6 points; Andy Steele, 38 points; Mike Tomeo, 31 points; and 
Shaun Silverio, 27 points, The Junior Varsity team, which consisted primarily 
of eighth graders, entered four games, winning two and losing two, They 
played three games at Memorial, dropping two while winning one by the score 
of 25-23, Their other game was at Essex Aggie where they won by a score of 
38-28, The leading scorers of the J. V.'s were Sam Levy, 23 points; Robert 
Pieroni, 17 points; and Robert Kerr, 16 points, 


Football 


The 195 Briscoe football team had a rather poor football season 
the past year, In three games Briscoe failed to win, Our first game was at 
Hurd Stadium, Beverly, where we were beaten 1-0 by Swampscott. The second 
game of the season was played at Marblehead where we were beaten 26-6, The 
third and final game of the season was against Memorial Junior High and was 
played at Hurd Stadium, It was a very close and interesting game with 
Memorial finally scoring a touchdown with about four minutes left to play. 
The final score was 6-0, First string members playing their last game for 
Briscoe were Tim Woodberry, Bob Walsh, Al Menesale, Earl Carter, Philip 
LeBlanc, Paul Grant, Geoffrey Stokes, Shaun Silverio, and Mike Chiormitro, 


Russell Burns Fel 
Sports Reporter 
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RACING PIGEONS 


My hobby, which consists of the raising and racing of homing pi- 
geons,, 1s also one of America's leading sports, It is widespread throughout 
the country with over 50,000 men, women, and children taking part in it, 
(This was a 1950 census report, and since then it is said to have increased 
to over 75,000 fanciers, but there has been no definite census figure yet, 


I have eight pigeons, which I have divided up into four pairs and 
I am well satisfied with them, They are all good flying birds and are of the 
Delmotte-Logan strain. I have two birds which are very good birds, One, a 
cock, is off a "Hall of Fame" bird which won twelve diplomas, The other, a 
“hen, has won a diploma herself and her father won three diplomas. (A diploma 
is what a bird gets if he wins a race.) 


My coop is comparatively small for the number of pigeons I have, 
but I am planning to build a new one. I now have my birds mated and have 
seven eggs, A pigeon lays two eggs at a time, with a lapse of two days be- 
tween the time the first egg is laid and the second, After the eggs are laid, 
it is three weeks before they hatch, After the eggs hatch, it is approximate- 
ly five weeks before the squabs leave their nest. 


A special feed, which consists of cracked corn, wheat, whole peas 
and black peas, is what the pigeon eats, A pigeon can not digest its food 
without the help of a sandy-rocky combination called grit. A pigeon should 
get a good clean helping of grit every other day. 


There are many different types of breeds of pigeons, Among them 
are Logans, Delmottes, Sions, Stassarts, wWegges, and Bastins, which are found 
most commonly in the New England states, 


These homing pigeons are raced at two different times of the year, 
In the spring about when the young birds are just leaving the nest the Old 
Bird races start, Starting in September, the Young Bird races start. This is 
for the young birds which were raised the spring before, Much money is bet 
on these races, and besides winning a diploma or cup one might win as much as 
50 to $100 on a race. On very special races, called Futurity Races, this 
money would go up as high as $700.00. 


This is really a great sport to be a part of because there is much 
fun as well as profit in it. The knowledge you can gain about pigeons also 
would be of use if you were going to raise poultry. In Beverly thére are 
over ten boys that raise pigeons and just about ten adults. As I have found 
this very interesting, I feel it would be a great hobby for anyone and would 
keep one well occupied during the summer training and watching his birds, 


Russell Burns Fal 
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ICE FISHING 


Ice fishing is not the warmest or the fastest sport, but if one 
likes fishing he would like ice fishing. The equipment it requires may be 
made or bought inexpensively. This equipment consists of not more than 
five traps, a chisel, a strainer, and a bucket for minnows, The minnows 
may be caught or purchased, but these are the only bait the fish will go 
after, 


Now with your equipment ready you are all set to go if you have 
warm clothes on, Be positive the ice is at least five inches thick. Select 
a good soot near the shore and chop a hole about six inches in diameter, 
Take your strainer and remove all the ice chips and shavings so the water is 
free from all such debris, Find the depth with a weight of some sort and 
bring the line about a foot off of the bottom. Then set up the trap and be 
absolutely positive the trap is securely fastened, The minnow is hooked 
securely in the muscle behind the dorsal fin, Then you chop four more holes 
and set up the other traps. You are now in business and ready for a 
pickerel or a perch to grab your bait. If your fish is over fourteen inches, 
he's yours to keep. 


Possibly you have your skates with you, and there's no harm in 
skating around until there is some action, If you feel very ambitious, you 
can try to build a fire, No matter whether you have caught anything or not, 
chances are you had a wonderful time. 


Anthony Jack 8-1 


MILKING RATTLESNAKES 


While I was in Florida, I visited Silver Springs, one of the most 
interesting places there, One of the interesting things I saw was milking 
rattlesnakes, A man was dressed in high boots and gloves in preparation for 
milking rattlesnakes, Carefully he picked up a snake by the neck and held him 
over a glass, The rattlesnake bit in his long fangs and one could see the 
poisonous milk-like substance dripping down into the glass. The venom they 
get from the snakes is made into a serum to innoculate people who have been 
bitten, JI am sure I shall never forget this unusual experience during my 
visit to Silver Springs. j 


Charles Elliott 7-2 


JUST THE FACTS 


This is 4 school; its neme, Briscoe 
It hes two buildings; the old and the new, 


I work herey Iim a student 
My name, Gildard April. 


Monday, March 7, 13:323 Sth period class 
I'm now casing the poem "Sohrab and Rustum", 
The big question is: "Did Rustum kill Sohrab!'? 


The phone rings; Miss Trowt answers; "English, Room ab. " 
After a brief pause wo hear the works "Wrong room," 
We continue with our work, discussing "Sohrab and Rustum," 


We have a brief nause at 11:50 to wait for the first lunch bell to stop 
ringing; we then continue with our work as we were beforehand, 


Time is now 12:0, time for the lunch bell; we'll have to continue with our 
case of "Sohrab end Rustum" tomorrow, 


Tuesdzy, March 6, 

Wie enter Room 26 et 22: 293 

Class begins at 11:32; 

The girls were 4 minute lato as usual, | 

We started right in casing "Sohrab and Rustum", 


“All we want are the facts, malam, just the facts," 
She answered the big question, "RUSTOM DID KILL SCHRAB", 


The conclusion of this story after a brief pause to wait for the bell to 
stop ringing, 


Ned Hawea Fel 


NHAT IF J 


MISS FRLNCh were Miss Latin 

MISS TROWT were Miss Salmon 

ISS BROOKS were Miss Rivers 

MR. BROWN were Mr, Black 

MR,SOMERS were Mr, Winters 

MRS, PARKS were Mrs, Drives 

EETTY COOK were Betty Broil 

NANCY and PAT DEAN were Nancy and Pat @rofesstr 
LEAH RAINVILLE were Leah Snowville 
ELAINE SEGAL were Elaine Robin 
PAT DALEY were Pat Yearly 

GEORGIA BUNK were Georgia Cot 

GERI TOLL were’ Geritol 

HENRY BETTS were Henry Loses 

BILLY BLADES were Billy Razor 
BOBBY MILLER were Bcbby Baker 
ANDY STEELE weré Andy Iron 

PAT COATES were Pat Hats 

TONY JACK were Tony Martin 

JOCK WARD were Jock Preninct 


Klaine Segal LeL 
Phyllis Albert L-2 


UNGRATEFUL ME 


Every June when school is out, 

I begin to frown and pout, 
Because the time is drawing near 
To go to camp another year, 


hiy mother says that I'm so spoiled, 

That all her happy plans are foiled. 

And I think I'll have a ball, 

But I'll just be dying for school in fall, © 


And of course I don't agrée 

I've been away so long you see, 

I just don't want to go again 
Because I seem to have lost the yen, 


So if you're ever in this situation, 

Don't cause your mother all this aggravation, 
Just be polite, don't dare to fight, 

(But make sure you've ripped up the application), 


Martha Ossofi 4%: 


Pase 13 


WHY CAMELS HAVE HUMPS 


On one of my many trips to a little country in Saudi-Arabia I was 
sitting on the top of a sand dune when my eyes suddenly came upon a strange 
creature, His name was Galloping Abdo, He was the very first camel, He was 
called Galloping Abdo because he never ran, just galloped, As he was going 
by me, I called to him, Coming nearer, I saw that he was crying, I comfort- 
ed him as much as I could and wiped his tears away, When he stopped crying, 
he proceeded to tell me his troubles, When I heard them I gasped, for one 
was very serious indeed, It seemed that Abdo was overly fond of jelly beans, 
His problem was that he didn't have any place to put them when he was gallop- 
ing around, We pondered over the subject for hours and hours, Finally I 
came up with a brilliant idea, "Why don't you buy two giant knapsacks and 
strap them on your back to put the jelly beans in?" TI cried, Abdo thought 
this was a marvelous idea and immediately bought two of the biggest knape 
sacks I had ever seen, I strapped them to his back and dumped all of his 
jelly beans into them, and off he went galloping merrily away, 


This continued for generation after generation until finally the 
knapsacks grew right into the camel's back, That is why the camels of today 
have humps, It was all on account of Abdo, the camel who loved jelly beans, 


Carol Herzog Lel 


THE LETTER 
VERA CRUZ 


Dear MR. SANDMAN, 

MAKE YOURSELF COMFORTABLE, MY OWN TRUE LOVE, while I tell you of a 
FUNNY THING that TWO LADIES UNDER DE SHADE OF DE SHADE OF DE BANANA TREE 
told me, They said they saw you dancing the MAMBO ITALIANO with THE NAUGHTY 
LADY OF SHADY LANE, so, THE FINGER OF SUSPICION POINTS AT YOU, 

OH HONEY, OUR FUTURE HAS ONLY BEGUN, Although I know it is WRONG, 
WRONG, WRONG, I LOVE YOU MADLY. So, FOLLOW ME to THE CHAPEL IN THE MOON} 
LIGHT where you can TEACH ME TONIGHT, TILL THEN, THAT'S ALL I WANT FROM YOU. 

SINCERELY, 


THE GIRL NEXT DOOR 


Leah Rainville Lel 


MOUSE 


There was a mouse named Cisco, 
Who made his home at Briscoe 
After a while in an office file, 
He moved to San Francisco, 


BRISCOE = 1775 


Listen my children and you shall hear, 
The "facts" on the ride of Paul Revere, 
The lanterns hung in a church say people, 
Bot alas, they hung in Briscoe!s steeple, 


A MACKEREL 


There was a fish from London 
Who swam across the sea, 
Arriving here in Beverly 

He promptly asked for tea; 

All the fishes laughed at hin, 
For he was sure the first 

Of fishes in the big wide sea 
To die a death of thirst} 


A LADY FROM LYNN 


There was a young lady from Lynn, 

Who was so horribly thin, 

That when she essayed to drink lemonade, 
She slipped through the straw and fell in, 


Briscoe Social Studies teacher: "Where is 
the Dead Sea, class?" 


Voice from back of room: "I didn!t know 
any of them were sick," 


John Myer F-1 
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ENGLISH L-1 


The ninth grade division of Lel has successfully studied with Miss 
Trowt this year many things in the fields of grammar, literature, composition, 
reports, vocabulary building, spelling, and reading skills, To show our pro- 
gress, we were given an achievement test in March by Mr, Ayers, 


In poetry we have read narrative and lyric poetry, For narrative 
poems we read ENOCH ARDEN by Alfred Tennyson, SOHRAB AND RUSTUM by Matthew 
Arnold, and THE ANCIENT MARINER by Samuel Taylor Coleridge as welt as shorter 
selections, Also we have read a number of lyric poems, one of which we memo- 
rized and recorded on the taove recorder, Favorite poems included "Mia Car- 
lotta" by T. A. Daly, "When I Was One-and-Twenty" by A, E, Housman, and "Sanc- 
tuary" by Arthur Guiterman, 


For the first time we made a study of the novel, which was George 
Eliot's SILAS MARNER. From our research into the background of this story we 
were interested to learn that the author was a woman, Mary Ann Evans, and one 
of the great novelists of the nineteenth century, After finishing this novel, 
we chose at least one novel to read and review. Our choice ranged from JANE 
EYRE by Charlotte Bronte to the recent novel of World War II, THE GOOD SHEP. 
HERD by C, 5, Forester, 


The division has covered many phases in the field of grammar, such 
as parts of speech, phrases, clauses, inverted sentences, and compound and 
complex sentences, We have written business and social letters, studied the 
library and how to write a research paper, and written and evaluated book re- 
views, To improve our spelling and widen our vocabulary, we have done word 
study exercises and taken spelling tests. 


Another important part of our work this year has been the improve- 
ment of our reading rate. Every so often Miss Trowt assigned selections from 
anthologies or READING FOR SKILL, and we were given a limited amount of time 
in which to read and answer questions, Many of us have increased our reading 
speed considerably, 


We also put in much time and mental energy on the BRISCOE BRIEFS 
for which we wrote orose compositions as well as poetry. 


In spite of long hours of homework we feel that we have accomplished 
a great deal this year which will help us to achieve our goals in high school 
and college, 


Leah Rainville Lel 
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LATIN GRADE 9 


So far this year Lel and L-2 have found themselves considerably 
overwhelmed by Latin, this ancient language of many endings, However, the 
majority of us have survived the strange forms and confusing word order, For 
example, we now understand that the Romans expressed with a variety of end~ 
ings what English says with a great many more words, Translating sentences 
from English into Latin is the hardest, 


Perhaps the most valuable thing we have learned is to look for a 
trace of Latin in an English word, like "demonstrate" coming from the Latin 
"demonstro", ‘meaning to show, 


In addition to declensions and conjugations we are spending some 
time on the people, their great empire and city. We discuss history, re- 
ligion, and famous buildings, To go with these topics there are always pic- 
tures in the room, and Latin mottoes such as "Hodie non Cras" (today not to- 
morrow). As Caesar said, "Veni vidi vici (I came, I saw, I conquered), we 
too hope we can conquer Latin, 


Roberta Toll Lel 
FRENCH Fel 


The ninth grade French division, F-1, has enjoyed working at this 
language from many different angles, For example, we have had training in 
understanding what is being said by someone or what is written in our text, 
We also have to express ourselves in French, both orally and in written ex- 
ercises and sentences, 


Learning the different tenses and especially the irregular verbs 
has been a real challenge, Once a week we take a test of mixed verb forms 
and, slowly but surely, Peter, John, and Russell are giving Ned Hawes some 
keen competition } 


Our notebooks were used for Open House Night, each person's illus- 
trating some special project, such as the map of France, or a collection of 
mottoes, the vocabulary we learned at Christmas, and other word lists, or a 
paragraph describing a picture, 

Miss Larcom says we are "une tres bonne classe }!"! 


Susan Altshuler Fel 


Ne TYPEWRIT ING 


Eighth grade typewriting, instructed by Mrs, Dawn Parks, consists 
of learning the keyboard through the writing of drills, words, then small 
phrases, sentences, and finally simple paragraphs, It is an exploratory 
course helping a pupil to make a decision whether or not he wants to. take per- 
sonal typing in the ninth grade, 


Pupils in the ninth grade who take college courses may take personal 
typing, To improve the accuracy of. their typing and to review. the keyboard,. 
pupils are given five minute drill tests as well as sustained writing exercises, 


Composition and outline form secretary's report, letters, poetry, 
and columns with tabulation are the forms taught in the ninth grade, These 
forms are taken up in "Occupations" for history; notebooks for science, 
Latin, and French; and newspaper copy for BRISCOE BRIEFS AND BREVITIES, When 
a ninth grader has finished this course he is ready toset up any material he 
may wish with good form and arrangement and to use proper writing techniques, 


Eleanor Dinkin ITe2 
INDUSTRIAL ARTS 


lighth and ninth grade boys at Briscoe have an opportunity to 
study industrial arts or "shop", This is a required course in Grade 8 and 
‘ and elective in Grade 9, ; 


; This year the eighth grade is being taught the fundamentals of 

' general woodworking, This consists of the proper use of tools, how to oper- 
ate a lathe and drill press, and the correct stock to use, Some electrical 
work is also included, 


The first project of the eighth grade was to make a bookcase lamp 
and a knick-knack, Some of the other projects for the pupils were making 
toys, armchairs, tables, magazine racks, shelves, lamps, stools, and other 

things designed for the home, 


Ninth grade industrial arts is devoted to woodworking, Most of 
the work is done by hand rather than by machines because the pupils aren't 
supposed to work on the machines without their parents! consent, 


The class has a wide variety of projects such as caned footstools, 
end tables, lamps, meatboards, tieeracks, and shadow boxes, 


Some of the tools used in the classes are clamps, saws, chisels, 
- gouges, drawing knives, planes, hammers, screw drivers, and mallets. 


Samuel Levy Le1 
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ALGEERA 


Each morning, during the first period, Miss French patiently tries 
to impart some knowledge of algebra to a class of about twenty-five pupils 
made up of PAwl and L-2, During the first quarter the class studied evalua- 
tion, signed numbers, simple equations, and formulas, Much of the work of 
the second quarter was devoted to solving problems of time, rate, and distance; 
perimeter and area; triangle and rectangle; age; and number, The addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division of monomials, binomials, and pol- 
ynomials has taken up a considerable amount of time, At present the pupils 
are wading through factoring, and the reduction of algebraic expressions to 
lowest terms, 


Under the tolerant but exacting instruction of Miss French, this 
class has been exposed to a wide field in the study of algebra, Their mathe- 
matical brains have been awakened and are being prepared to go on to harder 
algebra and geometry. | 


Joan Surprenant Le 
JUNIOR BUSINESS TRAINING 


During the first half of the year the junior business training di-~ 
vision, under the direction of Mrs, Parks, studied through textbook as well 
as workbooks problems on money, banking, budgeting, and the keeping of sim- 
ple cash records, While the class was studying the various kinds and types 
of insurance, Mr, Robert Lunn of Lee, Fraser & Patch, gave two very interest- 
ing talks on fire and automobile insurance, During the second half of the year 
the class also has been doing work with vocabulary, spelling, and filing. A 
review of quick calculation as applies to the student's business training has 
been a part of the work of the class. 


Elizabeth Cook Lel 


NINTH GRADE MUSIC 


The ninth grade music class under the supervision of Miss Pris- 
cilla Goggin has prepared several musical selections for the April Parent- 
Teachers Association Meeting and the Spring Music Festival. The selections 
they have chosen to sing are "Harbor Lights," "Falling In Love With Love," 
"A Roving," "O God of Life," and "America the Beautiful," 


The students in this class are Marcia Beck, Betty Lou Boudreau, 
Ellen Bryant, Patricia Coates, Lucy Conti, Elaine Crateau, Nancy Dean, Pa- 
tricia Dean, Barbara Desjardins, Nancy Nelson, Sandra Nyland, Marguerite 
Pinciaro, Sandra Silva, Marion Swirsky, Gloria Thompson, and Anne Walsh, 


Ellen Bryant Le2 
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SCIENCE GRADE 9 


Ninth grade science this year has revealed many secrets to us that 
are related to the science of physics, irough reading, demonstrations, and 
laboratory exoeriments we have come to have some understanding of such famil- 
jar things as storage batteries, the compass, radio, television, and the tel- 
ephone, all of which are now so important to everyday living, Topics have 
ranged from dry ceils to radar, Just recently we have been studying the ef- 
fects and breaking down of light and color, 


Another field which most of us enjoyed studying was human anatomy, 
Along with learning the different systems of the body we learned the differ- 
ent parts by studying a model, Although Miss Vasta made most of the girls 
feel squeamish by dissecting a frog, we all agreed it was a lively way to 
make this class more interesting, 


To prepare us to help ourselves and others in ordinary emergencies 
or in atomic attack, our teachers, Miss Vasta and Mr, Morel, taught us the 
fundamentals of first aid. During the five weeks of study we learned what to 
do in cases of hemorrhage, shock, burns, and poisoning, We*found this unit 
of study to be one of the most interesting phases of general science, 


Robert Woodbury L-2 
SOCIAL STUDIES GRADE 9 


Research papers on occupations were an important part of the ninth 
grade social classes this year, Miss Hazelton and Mr, Brown, the ninth 
grade social studies teachers, instructed us in how to choose a topic, how 
to locate the necessary source material, how to take notes, construct and 
outline, and finally to organize our material into booklets, The booklets 
were composed of ten or more pages which contained the future hopes of the 
student, Most of the folders had attractive and very neat looking covers, 
Pupils who have studied typewriting had an opportunity to demonstrate their 
skill by typing their papers, 


Among many interesting reports were those by Earl Carter, PA-l, 
who wrote on the career of an athletic coach; Paul Grant of the same div- 
ision whose topic was electroics; Vizma Aprans, L-2, who chose the diplo- 
matic service; and Phyllis Albert, L-2, who selected the career of a doc- 
tor, 


Although many students will not follow the careers on which they 
did research, they found their study most worthwhile in the light-’of the 
knowledge which they gained, 


Geoffrey Stokes F-1l 
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DIVISION 8-3 


Division 8<3 has been studying English under the direction of Miss 
Leadbetter. Much has been accomplished, 


Our composition work has included biographies, descriptions, and 
book reports, These have helped us to appreciate the contributions of fa- 
mous persons to society, to observe keenly and describe accurately, and to 
use reference material offectively. 

Our oral work has included class discussions and reports, These 
discussions have emphasized the need for good citizenship both in the class= 
room and outside, Our oral reports were biographical sketches of famous in- 
dividuals and explanations concerning our hobbies, 


In connection with literature wo have read short stories and poems 
of different types. In class we have taken notes on stories which have been 
read aloud to us about the following famous persons; Mark Twain, Pierre and 
Marie Curie, Lieutenant Andrew Rowan, Helen Keller, Amelia Earhart, Edward 
Bok, and Antonio Stradivari, Vocabulary has been taken from short stories by 
Walter Dyer, Ernest Seton, Charles Warner, Stuart White, and Mary Wilkins 
Freeman, 


Our work in grammar has been concerned with parts of speech, uses 
of words, and various types of clauses and sentences, We have also studied 
punctuation and capitalisation, 


In spelling we have had weekly tests and have learned more about 
words and their meanings, 


Joan Morgan 68-3 


DIVISION 8-5 


Division 8-5 girls have been doing interesting work in home econom- 
ics, music, and art, 


The home economics course under the supervision of Miss Titcomb was 
divided into two parts, The first half year was devoted to sewing, in which 
the girls learned the fundamentals of operating a sewing machine, and how to 
make aprons, skirts, and jumpers, During the second half of the year in cook- 
ing the girls are learning the basic seven foods and how to prenare and serve 
them, 


In music under the direction of Miss Goggin the class during the 
first half of the year learned general singing, the finer points of a good 
chorus, sight reading of music, and appreciation of great music leaders of the 
world, past and present. The girls also sang with other divisions in a 
Christmas assembly, 
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In “iss Loighton's art claug, held the second half year, we learned 
how to work with chalk and charcoal, while some used pastels, We nlso worked 
on repetition in field designs using tempera paint on colored construction 
paner, 


_ All Division 8-5 girls have derived much pleasure fromthese inter- 
esting subjects, as well os establishing a basis for future work or hobbies, 


Helen Hovey 6-5 
SOCIAL STUDIES 8-1 


The 8-1 division under the supervision of Miss Hazelton has worked 
on some very interesting projects during the school year, As one small but 
painstaking part, the 8-1 boys made a map of the United States so large it 
covers the whole table, Dolls made to represent immigrants to the United 
States were then placed on the map in their proper geographic location, 


As a class project the pupils outlined the accomplishments of pres- 
idents of the United States, They also made notebooks of treks across the 
United States from 1870 to the present, All this helped to mike studying 
more interesting and enjoyable, For extra work many talented pupils illus. 
trated their social studies notebooks, 


A very important part of the year was devoted to the selection of 
a course of studies for the ninth grade through the twelfth, After class 
discussions the pupils wrote out a proliminary course of study, When it was 
approved by both teachers and parents, a final copy was made to be kept in 
the office files, During the ninth grade they will begin the course selected 
for college, the business world, or vocational careers, In April the guid- 
ance counselors will rcview these selections with the pupils and advise whe- 
ther to continue the course or change it, 


Roberta Villanti 6-3 
Peter Angelina JBI-1 


SCIENCE Bl 


Did you know man has seen with the aid of telescopes 200 trillion 
miles into space? This is but one of many thought-provoking facts Division 
8-)) has learned in science this year, With Mr, Morel we studied natural 
ecicnce including astronomy, geology, and woather, 


In this class we first studied tho solar system and stars, We 
learned many of the constellations and in what part of the sky they are found, 
Weather and climate were studied next, Cloud formations and their meanings 
were learned among other useful facts, Classes throughout the year contain- 
ed interesting and instructive demonstrations, Through this class Division 
8-); learned much about the amazing world of science, 


Alan Nagel 6-4 
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MATH DIVISION 68-2 


The Math class of division 8-2 under the supervision of Miss French 
has been studying all sorts of mathematics such as addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, fractions, decimals, and percentage, — 


These processes have been divided for study throughout the four 
quarters of the year, They have been discussed in class, written as homewurk, 
and tested in school, 


Georgia Bunk 8-3 
DIVISION 7-2 


Recently Division 7-2 has made booklets in connection with the 
study of history and geography, The characters in the first booklets were 
historical and were connected with the Revolutionary War, The geography 
booklets were a choice of animals, cities, and products of the United States 
and the South American countries. 


The lettering for the covers was done freehand on colored paper, 
Pictures in the booklets were found in magazines or drawn by the pupils and 
mounted on construction or white paper. The information was found in ency- 
clopedias, reference books, and current magazines, The booklets ended with a 
bibliography. | 


The pupils enjoyed making these booklets and all benefited from it. 
It was well worth the effort, for the booklets turned out colorful, interest- 
ing, and informational, 


Ronnie-Sue Fireman 7-2 


DIVISION 7-1 


Our geography class is divided into five committees, each studying 
a different "postage stamp" country, They are Monaco, Vatican City, San 
Marino, Liechtenstein, and Andorra. Each committee has its own blackboard on 
which the members draw and tape pictures, All are trying to make the best 
board because Miss Maskell has made the project into a contest with a prize 
of thirty stamps which she has sacrificed from her collection, 


Allen Baisuck 7-1 


ROOM 202 


In this past year the pupils of Room 202 have participated in a few 
of the events at Briscoe which have made them active members of the school, 


In November we put on a Thanksgiving play which turned out to be 
successful, Included in the cast were Betsy Mood, Jo-an Pszenny, Christine 
Saulenas, Reanne Painchaud, Shepard Remis, John Parmenter, and Paul Norris, 
Also in the chorus were Carol Mersereau, Patricia Obear, Mary Nelson, Rosalie 
Pinciaro, Jo-an Pszcenny, and Carolyn Monroe, 


In December Joseph Maggiacomo of this room took part in the Christ- 
mas play, The play was accompanied by the band, which included Paul Norris 
and Christine Saulenas, 


On April 14, Room 202 took part in Open House Night. Accompanied by 
the band and orchestra, the class sang four songs: “Kentucky Babe", "Davy 
Crockett", "Sanctus", and "The Happy Wanderer", Paul Norris and Christine 
Saulenas again played in the band, 


Neil Share 7) 
ROOM 203 


The clicking of needles, the tapping of tools, and the soft hush of | 
voices are a few of the many sounds heard in Room 203 during Friday's activi- 
ty periods, Fresh odors of paint, varnish, and paste fill the atmosphere, 
Many difficult and useful articles have been constructed by busily engaged in- » 
dividuals, 


A gaily colored embroidered bureau scarf has kept Elaine Zeitzoff's 
fingers busy, Clifford Wickstrom, Robert Whidden, Donald Wendell, and Russel: 
Smith have made and painted plastic boat and wagon models, Stamps from all 
over the world have been inserted into an album by Magdalen Young and Mary 
Tomeo, Clay likenesses of Pinnocchio and Donald Duck were realistically crea « 
ed by Beatrice Stone and Ruth Varnavas, Small, prettily colored squares will 
make a patchework quilt for Joan Wing, A child's hat of shaded pink will be 
the result of Judith Stanton's spool knitting. Keith Weston, whose plane 
modeling was responsible for a strange aroma, now possesses three balsa wood 
planes, one of which he himsclf designed, Michael Woods has employed the 
Indian art of bead-designing by creating a multi-colored finger ring, Betty 
Ann Taylor's knitting needles will soon complete a pretty blue cardigan 
sweater, 


such useful and decorative creations represent the patience and ski lt 
of each individual in this seventh grade class, 


Judith Ward 7-5 
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DIVISION 7-3 


Pupils of Room 20 have drawn many maps this year in their geogra- 
phy and history classes, They have made physical, political and products 
maps of South America, Central America and the United States, Particularly 
outstanding among the political maps were maps of South America by Barbara 
Menesale and Hinda Katz, and by Diane and Sandra Hubbard, Noteworthy among 
the physical maps was Brazil by Alan Kaplan and Jan Gadbois, Other maps 
which completed the project were a historical guide map of Massachusetts by 
Hinda Katz and Lorna Kransberg and a college map by Alan Kaplan and Jan 
Gadbois, 


These maps helped increase the pupils! knowledge and v:derstanding 
of these countries, 


David Hackett 7-3 


BOOK REVIEW 


George Rogers Clark, as the HERO OF VINCENNES, led a life filled 
with adventure, While at a temporary encampment he was the subject of an 
Indian attack which nearly cost him his life, 


Later with Daniel Boone he was held as a hostage at an Indian camp, 
How he escaped provides moments of suspense and tingling sensations, Live 


through life on the wild frontier by reading Lowell Thomas's HERO OF 
VINCENNES, 


Russell Smith 7-5 


BOOK REVIEW 


QUITE CONTRARY, written by Louis Albritten, is the story of a teen- — 


ager who tries to brighten her drab town with flowers, 


An elderly man, courting his old sweetheart with a flower language 
arouses her suspicion, This lively girl begins an investigation which pro-~ 
vides embarrassment and laughter for all, Because of a misunderstanding, the 
lovers part, However, a few words of explanation result in a reunion with 
happiness for all. 


When you take this book off the library shelf, you'll find yourself 
trying to help the heroine when she is in danger, 


Much pleasure is in store for the reader, 


Elaine Zeitzoff 7-5 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


TO OUR ADVERTISERS 


The business managers of the BRISCOE BRIEFS wish to thank the mer- 
chants and executives of the North Shore who by their advertising have made 
possible this issue, Last year a magazine was not published because of uncer- 
tainties involving the completion of Memorial Junior High School, In Septem- 
ber, 1954, we decided to resume publication although we had no reserve capi- 
tal on which to draw, Rather than involve ourselves in debt we decided to 
mimeograph the greater part of the magazine including the advertisements, 

The merchants and executives of the North Shore responded mast generously and 
understandingly, We are truly grateful to them, 


In return we know that the students of Briscoe, their parents, and 
friends will patronize the stores and offices of our advertisers, 


sMbrey Hawes, Business Manager 
Joan Morgan, Assistant business manager 
Allen Baisuck, Assistant business manage 
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BEVERLY, MASSACHUSETTS 


BRANCH @Or tiene 
BEVERLY FARMS HAMILTO | 
SCHOOL SAVINGS ARE DEPOSITED IN THIS BAN j 


JANTZEN -~ GANTNER 
SWIM SUITS 
for 
MEN -and WOMEN 


SPORTING GOODS 


JOHN ‘CASALTI 


Golf - Baseball - Tennis 


PHOTO SUPPLIES 
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| DENTIST | Radios and Repairs 
163 Cabot Street Beverly TE BRUNSWICK SHOPPE 
i Telephone 105 266 Cabot Street Tel, 1722 


CENTRAL FISH MARKET 
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William Stopford Co, 


DYERS, INC, 
"A Fish Market is the 


Place to Buy Fish" 


200 Rantoul Street 


Telephones 871 - 872 


BOWL-O-MAT ED?S5 CAMERA SHOP 


LOO RIVER IST < Cameras - Film 


EEVERLY, MASS, Photo Supplies 


Telephone 110 282 Cabot Street Beverly 
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School & Office Supplies 


For Graduation 
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MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE 


Beverly, Mass. 
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CR CHALONER. NC. 


MILK ann CREAN 


|4) BALCH STREET 


|HOME LOAN HEADQUARTERS 
FOR VETERANS AND OTHERS 
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OUR FRIENDLY HOME FINANCING SERVICE IS — 
DESIGNED TO GIVE YoU THE RIGHT LOAN PLAN TO 
SUIT YOUR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 
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FEVERLY COVE PHARMACY 


145 Hale 


ARTHUR R, TOOMEY - 


Prescriptions Filled 


19 Foster Street 


Telephones: 230 


KRISTIN ELLIOTT 


Street 
Registered Pharmacist 


Telephone 12) 


N. ARONSON CO, 


Wholesale Fruit and Produce 


Salem, Massachusetts 


~ 231 - 2h32 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


LOU'S SERVICE CENTER 


Rantoul and Broadway 


Telephone 5066 


ATLANTIC 
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KRANSBERG FURNIT 


Rhee CeO 


QUALITY FURNITURE AT GREAT SAVINGS 


Telephones Beverly 3140 - 31h1 


363 RANTOUL STREET 


PERCO PET SHOP 
162 Cabot St. 


Beverly, Mass, 


Joan Canning prop. 


THE 


DELANEY APOTHECARY 


Raymond W, Thomas 


Reg, Mer, 


207 Cabot Street 


Beverly, Mass, 


BEVERLY, MASS, 


BORAH!S 
Corner Broadway 
and Rantoul St, 


Beverly, Mass, 


H, GUY LYMAN COMPANY 


Plumbing and Heating 


329 Rantoul Street 


Tel, 250 Beverly, Mass, 
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BEVERLY EVENING 
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TELEPHONE 2149 


DESJARDINS JEWELERS 


YOUR CIFT STORE 


>19 CABOT STREET BEVERLY MASS. | 
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INSURANCE 


MORGAN & DOUGLAS 


| REALE SWAN E 
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| 


Se Hoo PHOTOGRAPHY 
A; 

80, Boxcar 

S TONE HAM Qo MassacHuseTTs 


BEVERLY CONSTRUCTION 


22 WEST DANE SPREE 
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BOMAC LABORATORIES 


INCORPORATED 


Beverly 


Massachusetts 
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BREAD AND CAK 
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| A B DICK OF BOSTON 


Complete Line of Duplicating Products 


Mimeograph - Spirit - Offset 


L, Guy Reny - North Shore Rep, Copley 7-5151 


The printed section of this issue of the 
"Briscoe Briefs! was printed at the office of 


THE CRICKET PRESS, INC, 


66 Summer Street 
Manchester-~By-The-Sea, Mass, 
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